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Introduction to National Ice Cream
Soda Day
Every year on June 20, Americans come together to celebrate a
beloved  dessert  with  a  rich  history:  the  ice  cream  soda.
National Ice Cream Soda Day is an opportunity to indulge in
this  delightful  treat,  which  has  been  a  staple  in  soda
fountains and diners for generations. This festive day honors
the unique concoction of ice cream and soda, a combination
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that has brought joy to countless people over the years.

National Ice Cream Soda Day is more than just an excuse to
enjoy a sweet treat; it is a celebration of a tradition that
has been woven into the fabric of American culture. From the
classic root beer float to more adventurous flavors, ice cream
sodas offer a nostalgic glimpse into the past while continuing
to delight modern palates. Enthusiasts eagerly anticipate this
day each year, sharing their favorite recipes and memories of
enjoying ice cream sodas with friends and family.

The  significance  of  this  day  extends  beyond  the  simple
pleasure  of  enjoying  a  cold,  refreshing  dessert.  It  is  a
reminder of the communal aspect of food and the joy that comes
from  sharing  it  with  others.  Across  the  country,  people
partake in the festivities by visiting local soda fountains,
creating their own ice cream sodas at home, and even hosting
ice cream soda parties. These celebrations often feature a
variety of styles and flavors, from classic vanilla and cola
combinations to more inventive pairings like chocolate ice
cream with cherry soda.

As National Ice Cream Soda Day approaches, it serves as a
reminder of the enduring appeal of this timeless dessert.
Whether enjoyed in a traditional diner setting or crafted at
home with loved ones, ice cream sodas continue to be a source
of joy and nostalgia for people of all ages. This day provides
an opportunity to celebrate not only the treat itself but also
the memories and connections that it fosters.

The  Accidental  Invention  of  Ice
Cream Soda
Ice cream soda’s delightful origins can be traced back to an
unplanned yet fortuitous event at a Philadelphia fair in the
late 19th century. The year was 1874, and Robert Green, a
shrewd businessman, had set up a stall selling sweet, fizzy



sodas, which were popular among fairgoers. However, as the day
progressed, Green faced an unexpected problem: he ran out of
ice  shavings,  which  were  essential  for  keeping  his  sodas
refreshingly cold. Faced with the potential loss of customers
in the sweltering heat, Green had to think on his feet.

In a moment of inspired improvisation, Green decided to use
the only cold ingredient he had left—vanilla ice cream. He
added a scoop to each glass of soda, hoping it would suffice
as a cooling agent. To his amazement and the delight of his
customers, the combination was not only effective but also
extraordinarily  delicious.  The  rich  creaminess  of  the  ice
cream blended perfectly with the effervescence of the soda,
creating a novel and enticing treat that quickly captured the
hearts of fairgoers.

What started as a desperate attempt to salvage his business
turned into a serendipitous invention that would become a
cornerstone  of  American  dessert  culture.  Robert  Green’s
creative solution led to the birth of the ice cream soda, a
concoction that would soon be enjoyed in soda fountains and
diners  across  the  country.  His  ingenuity  in  the  face  of
adversity  not  only  saved  the  day  but  also  introduced  a
timeless treat that continues to bring joy to people of all
ages.

Today, ice cream soda remains a beloved dessert, celebrated
for its unique blend of creamy and fizzy textures. It stands
as a testament to the power of creativity and the unexpected
ways in which some of our favorite culinary delights come into
existence.

Competing  Claims  to  the  Inventor
Title
While Robert Green is often credited with inventing the ice
cream soda, other individuals have also laid claims to this



delectable creation. Fred Sanders, George Guy, and Philip Mohr
are among those who argue for their place in ice cream soda
history.  Each  story  brings  its  own  unique  perspective,
contributing to the rich tapestry of this beloved treat’s
origins.

Robert Green’s claim is perhaps the most widely accepted.
According to popular lore, Green concocted the first ice cream
soda  at  the  1874  Franklin  Institute’s  semi-centennial
celebration in Philadelphia. He allegedly used soda water,
vanilla ice cream, and a dash of sweet cream to create what
would become an iconic American beverage. His rationale was to
entice  more  customers  to  his  soda  fountain  booth,  and  it
worked splendidly, cementing his name in the annals of dessert
history.

However,  Fred  Sanders,  a  Detroit  confectioner,  offers  a
compelling counter-narrative. Sanders claimed to have invented
the ice cream soda in 1875, a year after Green’s reputed
invention. According to Sanders, he accidentally created the
drink when he ran out of sweet cream and substituted ice cream
instead. His establishment also gained significant popularity,
lending credibility to his claim.

George Guy, a pharmacist from New York, also enters the fray
with his own version of events. Guy purportedly invented the
ice cream soda in the early 1870s as a means to attract more
patrons to his pharmacy’s soda fountain. Though less well-
known than Green, Guy’s story is supported by local anecdotes
and a few historical records, adding another layer of intrigue
to the debate.

Philip Mohr, yet another contender, brings an international
flavor to the mix. Mohr, a German immigrant, claimed to have
introduced ice cream soda to America when he settled in St.
Louis in the 1860s. His story, though less documented, adds a
fascinating dimension to the invention’s lore, suggesting that
ice cream soda may have European roots.



The competing claims present a fascinating glimpse into the
entrepreneurial spirit of the late 19th century. While Robert
Green’s story remains the most celebrated, the narratives of
Sanders,  Guy,  and  Mohr  enrich  our  understanding  of  this
delightful  beverage’s  complex  and  contested  history.  Each
tale, whether steeped in fact or embellished by folklore,
underscores the enduring appeal of the ice cream soda.

The  Evolution  of  Ice  Cream  Soda
Over the Years
The invention of the ice cream soda is often attributed to
Robert M. Green, who, in 1874, accidentally created the first
ice  cream  soda  at  the  Franklin  Institute’s  semicentennial
celebration in Philadelphia. Originally, Green intended to use
sweet cream, but when he ran out, he substituted vanilla ice
cream, creating a serendipitous concoction that quickly gained
popularity.  This  delightful  combination  of  fizzy  soda  and
creamy ice cream became an instant hit, laying the foundation
for what would become a beloved American treat.

As the decades progressed, the ice cream soda underwent a
variety of transformations. In the early 20th century, soda
fountains became a staple in American drugstores, serving as
social hubs where people gathered to enjoy this refreshing
beverage. The classic “black and white” ice cream soda, made
with vanilla ice cream and chocolate syrup, became a favorite
among patrons. During this era, the ice cream soda was not
just a dessert but a cultural phenomenon, emblematic of the
burgeoning American soda fountain culture.

World War II marked a significant shift in the availability of
ice  cream  sodas,  as  sugar  rationing  and  other  wartime
restrictions limited their production. However, the post-war
boom saw a resurgence in their popularity. Ice cream parlors
and diners across the country began to innovate, introducing
new flavors and combinations that catered to the evolving



tastes of the American public. The 1950s, in particular, were
a golden age for ice cream soda, with many iconic recipes
originating during this time.

In recent years, the ice cream soda has enjoyed a renaissance,
driven by a renewed interest in nostalgic and artisanal foods.
Modern interpretations often feature gourmet ingredients and
inventive flavor pairings, appealing to contemporary palates
while paying homage to the treat’s rich history. From its
humble  beginnings  to  its  current  status  as  a  cherished
classic, the ice cream soda continues to delight and refresh,
a testament to its enduring appeal and adaptability.

Regional  Variations  in  Ice  Cream
Soda Recipes
Ice  cream  soda,  a  delightful  concoction  enjoyed  by  many,
exhibits a rich diversity of recipes across different regions
in the United States. Each area brings its unique twist to
this classic treat, reflecting local tastes and traditions.
Understanding  these  variations  not  only  enhances  our
appreciation for ice cream sodas but also offers a glimpse
into the cultural fabric of various communities.

In the Northeast, particularly in New York, egg creams are a
popular variant. Despite the name, egg creams contain neither
eggs nor cream. Instead, they are made with milk, seltzer, and
chocolate syrup, creating a frothy and refreshing beverage
that has been a staple in New York soda fountains for decades.
The simplicity of ingredients highlights the region’s emphasis
on straightforward, yet satisfying flavors.

Moving southwards, the Southern states exhibit a penchant for
richer,  more  indulgent  versions  of  ice  cream  sodas.  For
instance, in New Orleans, a favorite is the “Creole Cream
Cheese Ice Cream Soda.” This version combines local Creole
cream cheese ice cream with soda water and a touch of vanilla



syrup, producing a creamy, tangy delight that embodies the
city’s vibrant culinary scene.

In the Midwest, the tradition of “Black Cow” or “Brown Cow”
sodas prevails. Originating from the small town of Evanston,
Illinois, this variation typically involves root beer or cola
mixed with vanilla ice cream. The combination of creamy ice
cream and fizzy soda creates a harmonious blend of textures
and flavors, making it a beloved treat throughout the region.

On the West Coast, particularly in California, there is a
trend towards more health-conscious versions. Here, you might
find ice cream sodas made with organic ingredients or dairy-
free alternatives. For example, an avocado ice cream soda,
using avocado ice cream and sparkling water with a hint of
lime,  reflects  the  region’s  innovative  and  health-focused
culinary approach.

The diverse regional interpretations of ice cream soda across
the United States not only showcase the versatility of this
dessert but also celebrate the unique culinary traditions of
each area. Whether you prefer the classic simplicity of an egg
cream or the exotic twist of an avocado soda, ice cream sodas
offer something for every palate, making National Ice Cream
Soda Day a truly inclusive celebration.

Popular Flavors and Combinations
Ice cream sodas have been a beloved treat in the United States
for generations, delighting both young and old with their
refreshing  and  indulgent  nature.  The  versatility  of  this
dessert lies in the variety of flavors and combinations that
can be created. Among the most cherished and timeless options
is the classic vanilla ice cream soda, often paired with root
beer to create the iconic root beer float. This combination
remains a staple in American parlors and kitchens, offering a
perfect balance of creamy vanilla and the distinct, spicy
notes of root beer.



Another perennial favorite is the chocolate ice cream soda,
which pairs rich chocolate ice cream with a variety of sodas,
such as cola or chocolate soda. This concoction delivers a
decadent experience, merging the deep flavors of chocolate
with  the  effervescence  of  soda,  making  it  a  hit  among
chocolate enthusiasts. Strawberry ice cream soda also enjoys
widespread popularity, particularly during the summer months.
Combining strawberry ice cream with lemon-lime or cream soda,
this flavor profile offers a refreshing and fruity twist that
is hard to resist.

For those looking to explore more adventurous pairings, the
possibilities are virtually endless. Coffee ice cream sodas
have gained traction, combining the robust flavors of coffee
ice cream with cola or even cold brew coffee, offering a
sophisticated and caffeinated treat. Similarly, mint chocolate
chip ice cream sodas, when paired with a carbonated chocolate
beverage, provide a delightful mix of minty freshness and
chocolatey richness.

In addition to these traditional and experimental flavors,
regional variations also add to the diversity of ice cream
sodas. For instance, in the Midwest, the “black and white”
soda, which combines chocolate ice cream with vanilla soda, is
a regional favorite. Such combinations reflect the creativity
and regional tastes that continue to make ice cream sodas a
cherished part of American dessert culture.

DIY Ice Cream Soda: Recipes to Try
at Home
Creating your own ice cream soda at home can be a delightful
and rewarding experience. By following a few simple steps, you
can achieve the perfect blend of flavors and textures that
make  this  classic  treat  so  beloved.  Here,  we  present  a
selection of traditional and innovative recipes to inspire
your homemade ice cream soda adventures.



Classic Vanilla Ice Cream Soda
Start with the timeless combination of vanilla ice cream and
soda. For this recipe, you will need:

2 scoops of high-quality vanilla ice cream
1 cup of club soda or sparkling water
1 tablespoon of chocolate syrup (optional)
Whipped cream and a cherry for garnish

Begin by placing the ice cream scoops into a tall glass.
Slowly pour the club soda over the ice cream, allowing it to
fizz  and  mix  naturally.  For  an  added  touch  of  sweetness,
drizzle chocolate syrup over the top. Finish with a generous
dollop of whipped cream and a cherry. Enjoy immediately for
the best experience.

Strawberry Basil Ice Cream Soda
This innovative twist combines fresh flavors for a refreshing
treat. Gather the following ingredients:

2 scoops of strawberry ice cream
1 cup of lemon-lime soda
Fresh basil leaves
Strawberries for garnish

Place the strawberry ice cream into a glass. Gently muddle a
few basil leaves to release their flavor and add them to the
glass. Pour the lemon-lime soda over the ice cream and basil.
Garnish with fresh strawberries for a vibrant presentation.
This unique blend offers a delightful balance of sweet and
herbaceous notes.

Chocolate Mint Ice Cream Soda
For a decadent and refreshing option, try this chocolate mint
combination. You will need:



2 scoops of chocolate ice cream
1 cup of mint-flavored soda
Chocolate shavings for garnish

Begin by adding the chocolate ice cream to a glass. Slowly
pour the mint soda over the ice cream, allowing the flavors to
meld.  Top  with  chocolate  shavings  for  an  extra  touch  of
indulgence. This recipe offers a rich and refreshing taste
that is sure to satisfy.

These recipes provide a starting point for your ice cream soda
creations. Feel free to experiment with different ice cream
flavors,  sodas,  and  garnishes  to  find  your  perfect
combination.  With  a  bit  of  creativity,  you  can  enjoy  the
timeless joy of ice cream soda right in your own home.

Celebrating National Ice Cream Soda
Day: Events and Activities
National Ice Cream Soda Day offers a delightful opportunity
for  communities  across  the  country  to  come  together  and
celebrate this beloved treat. Various events and activities
are organized to mark the occasion, ensuring that there’s
something for everyone to enjoy. From local festivals to ice
cream soda tastings, this day promises a refreshing and fun-
filled experience for all ages.

Many towns and cities host local festivals dedicated to ice
cream sodas, where vendors showcase their unique and creative
variations  of  this  classic  dessert.  These  festivals  often
feature live music, games, and activities for children, making
it a perfect family outing. Attendees can sample a variety of
ice cream sodas, each with its own twist, from traditional
flavors like vanilla and chocolate to more adventurous options
like lavender or matcha.

Ice cream soda tastings are another popular event on this day.



Local ice cream parlors and soda fountains often offer special
tasting menus, allowing visitors to try multiple flavors in
one  visit.  These  tastings  provide  a  great  opportunity  to
discover  new  combinations  and  appreciate  the  craftsmanship
that  goes  into  creating  the  perfect  ice  cream  soda.  Some
establishments even host contests where participants can vote
for their favorite creation, adding an element of friendly
competition to the celebrations.

Community gatherings are also a significant part of National
Ice Cream Soda Day. Neighborhoods often organize potluck-style
events where everyone brings their favorite ice cream soda
ingredients  to  share.  These  gatherings  foster  a  sense  of
community and allow people to bond over their shared love for
this delightful dessert. Additionally, some communities host
charity events where proceeds from ice cream soda sales go to
local causes, combining enjoyment with philanthropy.

Whether  you’re  attending  a  festival,  participating  in  a
tasting, or joining a community gathering, National Ice Cream
Soda  Day  is  a  wonderful  opportunity  to  indulge  in  this
nostalgic  treat  and  celebrate  with  friends,  family,  and
neighbors. So, mark your calendar and get ready to savor the
deliciousness of ice cream sodas in all their fizzy glory.


