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Every year, from the 22nd to the 24th of October, the small
village  of  Kitoor  in  Karnataka,  India,  comes  alive  with
vibrant colors, joyful music, and a deep sense of pride. This
is  the  time  when  the  Kitoor  Utsav  takes  place,  a  grand
celebration that honors the memory of one of India’s most
iconic freedom fighters – Rani Chennamma.

Rani  Chennamma  was  a  fearless  warrior  queen  who  fought
valiantly against the British East India Company during the
19th century. Her indomitable spirit and unwavering courage
continue to inspire generations even today. The Kitoor Utsav
serves  as  a  reminder  of  her  remarkable  legacy  and  the
sacrifices  she  made  for  her  people.

The  three-day  festival  is  a  spectacle  of  cultural
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performances,  traditional  art  forms,  and  historical
reenactments.  The  festivities  kick  off  with  a  grand
procession, where locals dress up in traditional attire and
carry  portraits  of  Rani  Chennamma,  marching  through  the
streets of Kitoor. The air is filled with the sounds of drums,
trumpets, and folk songs, creating an atmosphere of excitement
and reverence.

One of the highlights of the Kitoor Utsav is the staging of
historical  plays  and  dance  dramas  depicting  the  life  and
achievements of Rani Chennamma. These performances not only
entertain the audience but also educate them about the rich
history and heritage of the region. The talented artists bring
the stories to life, transporting the spectators back in time
to witness the bravery and determination of the warrior queen.

Another significant aspect of the festival is the exhibition
of traditional arts and crafts. Local artisans showcase their
skills  in  pottery,  wood  carving,  weaving,  and  painting,
offering visitors a glimpse into the rich artistic traditions
of the region. It is a wonderful opportunity to support these
talented craftsmen and take home unique handcrafted souvenirs.

Food lovers are in for a treat at the Kitoor Utsav. The
festival is a gastronomic delight with stalls offering a wide
variety  of  local  delicacies.  From  traditional  sweets  like
holige and obbattu to savory snacks like bisi bele bath and
masala dosa, there is something to satisfy every palate. The
aroma  of  freshly  prepared  food  fills  the  air,  tempting
visitors to indulge in the flavors of Karnataka.

But the Kitoor Utsav is not just about entertainment and food.
It is also a platform for discussions and debates on topics
related  to  freedom,  equality,  and  social  justice.  Eminent
speakers,  historians,  and  scholars  gather  to  share  their
insights  and  engage  in  meaningful  conversations.  These
sessions  provide  a  space  for  reflection  and  dialogue,
reminding us of the values that Rani Chennamma stood for.



The Kitoor Utsav is an occasion for people from all walks of
life  to  come  together  and  celebrate  the  spirit  of  Rani
Chennamma. It is a time to pay homage to her courage and
determination, and to draw inspiration from her relentless
fight for freedom. The festival serves as a reminder that the
legacy of Rani Chennamma is not confined to the pages of
history but lives on in the hearts of the people.


