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The Hawa Mahal, also known as the “Palace of Breeze,” is a
magnificent palace located in the vibrant city of Jaipur,
Rajasthan,  India.  Constructed  in  1799,  this  architectural
marvel is made of red and pink sandstone and is situated on
the edge of the City Palace, Jaipur, extending to the Zenana,
or women’s chambers.

One of the most striking features of the Hawa Mahal is its 953
intricately designed windows that adorn its exterior walls.
These honeycomb-shaped windows, with their beautiful carvings,
allow a gentle breeze to flow through the palace, making it a
perfect summer retreat.

The construction of the Hawa Mahal was commissioned by Sawai
Pratap  Singh,  the  Kachhwaha  Rajput  ruler  and  grandson  of
Maharaja Sawai Jai Singh. At that time, the Purdah system was
strictly followed, and royal ladies were not allowed to be
seen by strangers or appear in public areas. The palace was
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designed to provide the royal women with a vantage point to
observe everyday street scenes and royal processions without
being seen.

The five-story palace is designed in the shape of Krishna’s
crown,  as  Sarai  Pratap  Singh,  the  ruler  who  ordered  its
construction, had a deep devotion to Krishna, the Hindu god.
Each  floor  of  the  palace  features  small  casements  with
intricate lattice work, pink windows, balconies, and arched
roofs  with  hanging  cornices.  Despite  the  large  number  of
windows, each one is the size of a peep hole, ensuring that
the royal ladies remained hidden from the public gaze.

Visiting the Hawa Mahal is like stepping back in time and
experiencing the grandeur of Rajasthan’s rich history. As you
explore the palace, you can imagine the royal ladies peering
through the windows, enjoying the bustling street scenes and
the grandeur of royal processions.

The palace’s location in the heart of the Pink City of Jaipur,
at Badi Choupad, makes it easily accessible to visitors. Its
stunning architecture and unique design make it a must-visit
attraction for anyone traveling to Jaipur.

While the Hawa Mahal is a visual treat from the outside, its
interior is not open to the public. However, the intricate
façade and the stunning view from the outside are worth the
visit. The palace stands as a testament to the craftsmanship
and architectural brilliance of the bygone era.

As you stand in front of the Hawa Mahal, take a moment to
appreciate the intricate details of the windows, the delicate
carvings,  and  the  overall  grandeur  of  this  architectural
masterpiece. Capture the beauty of the palace through your
lens and create memories that will last a lifetime.

So,  when  you  find  yourself  in  Jaipur,  don’t  miss  the
opportunity to visit the awe-inspiring Hawa Mahal. Immerse
yourself in the rich history and architectural splendor of
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this palace, and let the gentle breeze guide you through its
enchanting corridors.


