
Scientists  Discover
Underground Cave on the Moon:
Potential Shelter for Future
Astronauts
Category: Science
written by International Khabar | July 17, 2024

Discovery  and  Location  of  the
Underground Cave
An Italian-led team of researchers has recently confirmed the
existence  of  an  underground  cave  on  the  moon,  marking  a
significant milestone in lunar exploration. Situated at the
Sea  of  Tranquility,  this  cave  lies  approximately  400
kilometers (250 miles) from the historic Apollo 11 landing

https://www.internationalkhabar.com/scientists-discover-underground-cave-on-the-moon-potential-shelter-for-future-astronauts/
https://www.internationalkhabar.com/scientists-discover-underground-cave-on-the-moon-potential-shelter-for-future-astronauts/
https://www.internationalkhabar.com/scientists-discover-underground-cave-on-the-moon-potential-shelter-for-future-astronauts/
https://www.internationalkhabar.com/scientists-discover-underground-cave-on-the-moon-potential-shelter-for-future-astronauts/


site  where  Neil  Armstrong  and  Buzz  Aldrin  made  their
monumental steps 55 years ago. The cave’s proximity to this
iconic  location  adds  an  intriguing  layer  of  historical
continuity to the discovery.

The cave is accessible via the deepest known pit on the moon,
a feature that likely originated from the collapse of a lava
tube. Lava tubes are natural conduits formed by flowing lava
which  moves  beneath  the  hardened  surface  of  a  lava  flow,
leaving behind an empty channel once the lava flow ceases.
This collapsed structure has now revealed an entryway into the
subsurface, opening up exciting possibilities for future lunar
exploration and habitation.

Radar  data  has  been  instrumental  in  unveiling  the  cave’s
characteristics. Initial readings indicate that the visible
part of the cavity is at least 40 meters (130 feet) wide and
extends several meters into the lunar crust. However, the data
suggests  that  the  full  extent  of  the  cave  could  be
significantly larger, as only the initial segment has been
mapped so far. The radar findings underscore the potential for
this  underground  space  to  serve  as  a  habitat  for  future
astronauts, providing protection from the moon’s harsh surface
conditions,  including  extreme  temperatures,  radiation,  and
micrometeorite impacts.

This  discovery  not  only  sheds  light  on  the  geological
processes that have shaped the moon’s landscape but also paves
the way for the development of sustainable lunar habitats. As
space agencies worldwide prepare for renewed missions to the
moon, the identification of such natural shelters is crucial.
It represents a promising step toward the realization of long-
term human presence on the lunar surface.

Significance of the Discovery
The recent discovery of an underground cave on the moon holds
substantial significance for the future of lunar exploration



and habitation. One of the primary benefits of this natural
formation  is  its  potential  to  serve  as  a  shelter  for
astronauts. Unlike the unshielded surface, the cave can offer
robust protection against cosmic rays, which pose significant
health risks over prolonged exposure. Additionally, the cave
can  shield  astronauts  from  harmful  solar  radiation  and
micrometeorite impacts, both of which are prevalent on the
moon’s surface.

This discovery is particularly timely and consequential as
NASA advances its plans to send astronauts to the moon’s south
pole later this decade. The region is of great interest due to
its  permanently  shadowed  craters,  which  are  believed  to
contain  frozen  water.  This  water  is  not  only  crucial  for
drinking purposes but also can be processed into hydrogen and
oxygen, essential components for producing rocket fuel. The
presence  of  an  underground  cave  near  these  craters  could
facilitate the establishment of a lunar base, providing a
stable and protected environment for extended missions.

Moreover,  the  cave  could  offer  a  unique  opportunity  for
scientific research and exploration. It could provide insights
into the moon’s geological history and the processes that have
shaped its landscape over billions of years. Such studies are
vital  for  understanding  the  broader  context  of  our  solar
system’s evolution. Furthermore, the cave’s stable environment
could be ideal for setting up sensitive scientific instruments
that  require  protection  from  the  harsh  lunar  surface
conditions.

In essence, the discovery of the underground cave on the moon
is a game-changer for lunar missions. It not only enhances the
feasibility of long-term habitation but also opens new avenues
for scientific exploration and resource utilization. As space
agencies  like  NASA  gear  up  for  the  next  era  of  lunar
exploration, this natural shelter could play a pivotal role in
ensuring the safety and success of future missions.



Formation and Distribution of Lunar
Pits and Lava Tubes
The discovery of an underground cave on the Moon has garnered
significant interest within the scientific community, largely
due to its potential as a future habitat for astronauts. This
cave, like many other lunar pits, is believed to have formed
from  the  collapse  of  ancient  lava  tubes.  These  tubes  are
remnants of volcanic activity that took place millions of
years ago, shaping much of the Moon’s current landscape. The
formation of these lava tubes occurs when the surface of a
lava  flow  cools  and  solidifies  while  the  subsurface  lava
continues to flow, eventually draining away and leaving behind
a hollow tunnel.

The majority of these pits are primarily located in the Moon’s
ancient  lava  plains,  also  known  as  lunar  maria.  These
expansive, dark basaltic plains were formed by early volcanic
eruptions that filled large basins with lava. Over time, the
roofs of some lava tubes collapsed, creating the pits observed
today.  However,  recent  radar  data  suggests  that  these
structures are not confined to the maria alone. Scientists are
now investigating the possibility of similar formations at the
Moon’s south pole, an area that has been less explored but
holds significant interest for future lunar missions.

Radar and other remote sensing technologies have revealed that
there  could  be  hundreds  of  these  pits  and  potentially
thousands of lava tubes scattered across the lunar surface.
These findings are crucial as they provide essential insights
into the Moon’s geological history and the processes that have
shaped it. Additionally, understanding the distribution and
stability of these structures is vital for assessing their
potential as safe shelters for astronauts. The presence of
these  natural  formations  could  significantly  reduce  the
resources needed to construct habitats, making prolonged lunar
missions more feasible.



Implications  for  Future  Lunar
Missions
The  discovery  of  underground  caves  on  the  moon  carries
profound implications for future lunar missions. These natural
shelters  could  drastically  reduce  the  necessity  for
constructing  artificial  habitats,  thereby  making  long-term
habitation on the moon more feasible and cost-effective. The
inherent protection offered by these caves could significantly
enhance  the  safety  and  sustainability  of  future  missions,
shielding astronauts from harmful radiation, meteoroids, and
extreme temperature fluctuations that are prevalent on the
lunar surface.

Furthermore,  the  potential  presence  of  water  ice  in
permanently shadowed craters within these caves presents an
invaluable  resource.  Water  is  a  critical  component  for
sustaining human life, and its availability on the moon could
support  not  only  drinking  and  hygiene  needs  but  also  be
converted into oxygen for breathing and hydrogen for fuel.
This would lessen the dependency on Earth for supplies and
enable longer missions with the possibility of establishing a
more permanent human presence on the moon.

Beyond the immediate benefits, the presence of water ice could
also facilitate further space exploration. Water can be split
into hydrogen and oxygen, which are essential components for
rocket  fuel.  This  could  enable  the  moon  to  serve  as  a
refueling station for missions venturing deeper into space,
potentially  reducing  the  costs  and  logistical  challenges
associated with transporting fuel from Earth.

Moreover, these underground caves could serve as ideal sites
for  scientific  research.  The  relatively  stable  environment
within  the  caves  could  preserve  geological  formations  and
other  lunar  materials,  providing  scientists  with  pristine
samples  to  study.  This  could  offer  new  insights  into  the



moon’s history, geology, and the broader processes that have
shaped our solar system.

In sum, the confirmation of underground caves on the moon
opens a new frontier for lunar exploration. By leveraging
these natural shelters, future missions could achieve greater
safety, sustainability, and scientific discovery, paving the
way for humanity’s deeper ventures into space.


