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The Importance of International
Mine Awareness Day

Every year, on April 4th, we observe International Mine

Awareness Day to raise awareness about the dangers posed by
landmines and explosive remnants of war. This day serves as a
reminder of the devastating impact these hidden hazards have
on communities around the world and the urgent need for their
clearance.

Landmines: A Silent Threat

Landmines are weapons that are designed to be hidden beneath
the surface of the ground. They are indiscriminate killers,
often remaining active long after conflicts have ended, posing
a significant threat to civilians, especially in post-conflict
areas. These hidden killers can cause severe 1injuries,
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including loss of limbs and even death.

Did you know that landmines are not only found on land? They
can also be found in rivers and other bodies of water, making
them even more difficult to detect and remove. These
underwater mines pose a serious threat to fishermen, divers,
and other individuals who rely on water resources for their
livelihood.

Explosive Remnants of War

Explosive remnants of war (ERW) refer to any explosive devices
left behind after a conflict, including unexploded ordnance
and abandoned explosive devices. These remnants can remain
active for decades, endangering the lives of civilians and
hindering post-conflict reconstruction and development.

ERW can be found in various forms, such as artillery shells,
bombs, grenades, and cluster munitions. They can be hidden in
buildings, fields, forests, and even schools or playgrounds.
The presence of ERW creates a constant state of fear and
uncertainty for affected communities, limiting their access to
essential services and impeding their ability to rebuild their
lives.

The Mine-Clearance Sector: Unsung
Heroes

The mine-clearance sector plays a crucial role in ensuring the
safety and well-being of communities affected by landmines and
ERW. These dedicated individuals, often referred to as
deminers, risk their 1lives to locate, identify, and safely
remove these deadly devices.

Through their tireless efforts, deminers not only save lives
but also create a safer environment for communities to thrive.
They work diligently to clear land and waterways, allowing



people to return to their homes, cultivate their fields, and
access vital infrastructure and resources.

It’s important to recognize the immense challenges faced by
deminers. They work in hazardous conditions, often with
limited resources and equipment. Despite these challenges,
their commitment to ensuring the safety of others 1is
unwavering.

Supporting Mine Clearance Efforts

On International Mine Awareness Day, we have an opportunity to
show our support for the mine-clearance sector and the
communities affected by landmines and ERW. Here are a few ways
you can make a difference:

 Donate to organizations and charities working in mine
clearance and victim assistance.

 Advocate for increased funding and resources for mine-
clearance efforts.

 Spread awareness about the issue by sharing information
on social media.

= Learn more about the impact of landmines and ERW on
affected communities.

= Support survivors of landmine accidents through
rehabilitation and livelihood programs.

By coming together and taking action, we can help create a
world free from the threat of landmines and explosive remnants
of war. Let’s raise our voices, spread awareness, and support
the tireless efforts of those working in the mine-clearance
sector.



